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FI ALL of Count Olivarez, 
Sole Miniſter to Phili ip IV. King of Spain | 


| Whetein is ; ſer forth, — 4 


The Danger of entruſting to 25 Dvers 
gꝛown F avourite. the Welfare and Li- 
berties of a Whole Nation; by the Cala. 
mities of the Spaniſh Monarchy, and the 

Reduction of their Empire, which hap- 
pen'd under the Conduct of that Miniſter, | 


Faithfully colle&ed from whe beſt Spaniſh and 
Ialian Authors; and Addreſs'd to, and Calcu- 
lated for, a continual Aenne to the . 
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A goodly Proſpect, tempting to the View, - - 

The Herght 2 us, and the Mountain Top 

Looks beautiful, becauſe tis s nigh to Heaven : 

But que ne er think Hoab ſandy s the Foundation, | 
- What Storms will Mis and what ee Salt as! 9 55 
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Fall of Count Olivarez. 


EXY O Great was the Aſcen- 
dant this Miniſter had over 
the King, that he thought 

gz himſelf Proof, not only 
GH againſt the open Attacks 
of his Enemies, but- the 
| ſecret Machinations of En- 
vy and Emulation. Like an aged Oak, 


— — 


Which had taken deep Root, he bid Defi- 


ance to all the Storms his Enemies could 


raiſe, and ſtood immoveably the King's 


Sole Favourite, for the Space of Twenty 


Two Years. It was not therefore with- 


out Reaſon, that the Count look'd down 


with Contempt on thoſe who endeavoured 
to remove him, his Majeſty having, from 
his Infancy, taken an Affection to his Per- 


fon, and paid a Deference to thoſe admi- 


*** rom 
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rable Talents he poſſeſs d. This Incliaa- 
tion of his Majeſty to the Count, Was 
ſuch a Mixture of Love and Reſpect, that 
the King himſelf could not diſtinguiſh which 


prevail'd the moſt, The Tenderneſs he 


expreſsd for him on all Occaſions, was 3 


Proof of his ſingular Affection; and the 


Care he took, in all Affairs, to do nothing 
that might diſpleaſe him, ſpoke an equal 
Reſpect. This Miniſter, however, (to the 
great Diſhonour of the Royal, Dignity) 
made ſuch Uſe of his Maſter's Favour, 
that the King had no Will but that of the 


Count, and by giving into this Exceſs, 


ſeem'd to invert the Law of Nature, and 
ſubject the Sovereign to the Vaſſal. Ma- 
ny Perſons, and thoſe too of the better 


Sort, who were no Strangers to his Ma- 


zelty's excellent Endowments, did not think 
it poſſible, the Count could gain ſo great 
a Power over him by any ordinary, or 


known Methods, and therefore taxed him 


(tho very unjuſtly, and with great Preju- 
dice to the many excellent Virtues Which 
even his Enemies would allow him) with 
infatuating his Majeſty by Spells and dia- 
bolical Arts. CCC 
But this Great Man fell at laſt; and tho? 
the Misfortunes which happened to the 
 Syaniſh Monarchy under his Adminiſtration, 


were the firſt Mot ives to his Diſgrace, 


poet thoſe unhappy Events were PPD: 
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ted to an Want of Capacity in 1 or 
- em deſtin'd, by T Admirable 
Strength of udgment, = the Government 
of — Univerſe) but to a certain Fatality, 
which attended all he undertook, and ober- 


|. bore all his Ability with a Torrent of ill 
Fortune, and would have depriv'd him not 


of One only, but a Thouſand Worlds, had 
they been ſubject to his Unlucky Aamini. 5 
tration. | 
After the Spaniſh Monarchy had been 
diſmemberd of the Kingdoms of Ormus, 

| Goa, Fernambuco, and all the adjacent Coun. 


tries of that vaſt extended Coaſt in the 


Eaft-Indies ; had loſt Brazil, and the Iſlands. 
of Terceras; the Kingdom of Portugal ; 


the Principality of Catalonia; the County of 5 


Rouſſillon; all Burgundy, Dole and "Bilan. 
con excepted ; Eſdin and Arras in Flanders; 
many Towns in Luxemburg, Brifac in 
' Alſace, and likewiſe ſaw the Kingdoms of 
Naples and Sicily, with the Dutchy of Milan, 
in a diſtracted Condition: After having 

| loſt in the Ocean and Mediterranean Seas, 
200 Sail of Ships, and the Subjects, Clers 
gy as well as Laity, drein'd of 216 Milli- 
ons of Gold by Donations and Taxes of the 
Count 's inventing, Part of which immenſe © 
Sum was expended on Armies ever defeated, 


and Fleets Aiſpers d and ſcatter' d, and Part 5 


bs unjuſtly ſunk in the Purſes of publick Rob= 
bers, Governours,. Generals, and other Mini- 
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3 his Creatures, either by Conſan- 
guinity, or 4 ſervile Dependance: 
After all theſe Oppreſſions and Loſſes, tis 


o wonder, if the harraſs'd People ardent- 


ly wiſh'd to ſee their Calamities redreſs'd, 
by his Ruine, who had been the Author of” 
them ; the Glory of the Empire raiſed by his 
Fall! the pra Honour d by his Diſgrace ! 
and Tyranny fetch her laſt Gaſp, in a Total 
| Reform of Government. For it ſeem'd, as if 
Nature itſelf, relenting at ſuch Variety * 
Misfortune, had reſolv'd to put an End to 
thoſe extravagant Abuſes. 

By a Turn therefore of Providence, which 


ever has a compaſlionate Regard to 'the Di- 


ſreſfed, a Chain of lucky Incidents ſeem'd 


to concur in the Diſcovery of theſe Abuſes, 


at a Time when the Kingdom Was reduced 
to the loweſt Ebb. | 

The Queer, whom the Count bald 3 in 75 
great Contempt, and the Counteſs her firft 


Lady of the Bed. chamber, in ſuch Subje- 


Ction, that tho' ſhe bo. the Title of a So- 
vereign, yet ſhe felt all the Miſeries of a 
wretched Slave; for the Favourite had 


poſſeſs d the King with a Notion, That = 
Monks were to be regarded only for their 


Prayers, and Women for Propagation : She, 
I ſay, us'd often ro complain ot her  : 
portable Affliction to the Counteſs of 
: Paredeſe her Confidant, whenever the Fa- 


vourite's — permitted her the Opportu- 


nity 
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nity to communicate the Senſe ſhe had of 
her Misfortunes, which the irretrievable 
Loſs of ſo many Provinces valtly increas'd ; 
for ſhe was more toucl'd with theſe 
Loſſes, than with the Contempt ſhewa to 
her Perſon; and uſed to fay, the Juſtice | 
of her Deſigns, and the Innocence of the 


Prince her Son, would one Day releaſe _ 


them from that Tyranny, and prove to 
his Majeſty a truer Proſpective than 
he then us'd: For thro' that he could 
| ſee nothing which was not for the In- 
tereſt of the Count and Counteſs; with 


this, he would ſee the Reaſon of his 


Son's Complaint, who, if no further Care 
was taken, would be left perhaps a deſpica- 
ble King of Caſtile, or forc'd to retire with 
the Fortune of a private Gentleman, | 
The Queen was of Opinion, that tlie 

only proper Time to open his Majeſtys 
Eyes to theſe Grievances, - was when he 
went to the Army in Catalonia; from 
which Journey the Count foreſeeing his 


own Deſtruction, endeavoured by all poſſi- 


ble Means. to diſſuade him. Her Ma- 
zeſty hoped for two things from the King's 
going to the Camp. The firſt was, that 
as he muſt. neceſſarily give Audience to 
others beſide the Count (eſpecially to the 
General Officers) he could not ſo effectu- 
ally ſtop his Majeſty's Ears, as he did at 
Madrid, however aſſiduous he might be; 


ud 
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and as he was generally hated, it was not 
impoſſible, but that ſome one or other, 
would lay before the King thoſe Calami- 
ties which had too evidently flown from 
his Favourite's deſpotick Government. The 
other was, that ſhe being left at Madrid, 
with the Title, at leaſt, of Regent, would 
have an Opportunity of diſplaying thoſe 
Talents wherewith God had bleſſed her 
(which happened accordingly) and by gain- 
ing the King's good Opinion, ſhe hoped 
to open to her ſelf a larger Field to lay 
before him the Juſtice of her Complaints. 
But the Count, who was ever circumſpect, 
and extremely attentive to what regarded 
his own Intereſt, baffled the firſt of her 
Majeſty's Views, by making this Tour, 
rather an Airing to the King, than a Jour- 


[= ney : For he gave him the Diverſions of 


Aremquez, the Entertainments of Cueva, 
and the Recreation of Hunting at Molina 
Arragon. Afterwards, having couped him 
up in two wretched Chambers in Sarago//a, 
Without ever ſeeing his Army, which was 
compoſed of 30000 Men, the fineſt Troops 
that Spain evet faw before that time; the 
poor King led the Life of a Recluſe, with- 
out daring to ftir abroad; the Count 
having terrified him with the Danger of 
being made Priſoner by the French, who 
were Maſters of Mongon, and all the Coun- 
try jon that Side. 5 
— „ While 
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While the King was thus in a Manner 
Priſoner, and had no other Diverſion than 
that of looking out of a Window, to ſee 
Tennis play'd, the Count, attended by 
Twelve Coaches, and 200 Foot and Horſe, 
commanded by his Son Don Henry, uſed 
twice a Day to drive thro? the City, and 
take the Air of the Country : Thus none 
could obtain any other than a publick Au- 
dience of his Majefty ; and none were ad- 
mitted even to that, but ſuch whoſe Per- 
ſons and Buſineſs the Count was well be- 
fore acquainted with. The Span; Gran- 
dees, who at a great Expence, and no leſs 
Fatigue, came to pay their Duty to the 
King, were not only deny'd a private Au- 
dience of his Majeſty, but, .as it they had 
been Gentlemen of the loweſt Claſs, found 
a great Difficulty to obtain it of the Mi- 
niſter; and they complained loudly, that 
he had not paid the Viſit of their Wel- 
come to Town, to any one of them, which, 
according to the Span; Decorum, was due 
to their Rank. Thus the firſt Hopes of 
che Queen were defentel. 

But her Majeſty ſucceeded perfectly well 
in the Second; for by quitting her Spaniſo 


_ _ Gravity, and aſſuming the Affability of 


France, ſhe viſited all the Guards in and 
about Madrid, diſcours'd with the Officers, 
enquired into their Pay, and encourag'd 
them to be chearful in the King's Service: 
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She took Care, that ſtrict Juſtice ſnould be 
adminiſter'd, gave frequent Audience to 


All, after the moſt engaging Manner poſſi. 


ble; ſhe raiſed, and ſent to the King, large 


Sums of Money, and in every Reſpect 
behaved ſo well, thar ſhe gained the ge. 


neral Applauſe of the People, for the beſt 


Queen that ever pain was bleſt with. 
The Fame of her Majeſty's good Senſe 


and Conduct, which had been ſo many 


Years buried, reached the King, who heard 
it with ſo great Satisfaction, that he could 


not help giving her the Praiſes due to her 
.. Virtues, even in the Preſence of the Count, 


who, diſſembling the Mortification, coldly 
joined in the univerſal Applauſe of her 


_ Majeſty. 


The King being return'd to Madrid, the 
Queen had Opportunity, and wanted not 
Matter, to diſcourſe the King on the Affairs 


of the Empire: The univerſal Character ſhe 


had gain'd for her Knowledge in Affairs of 


State, made ealy Way for it, and her 
giving an Account of her Regency of Nine 


Months (for the King was ſo long abſent) 


gave her a fair, open Occaſion to obſerve 


to him, the Loſs of ſo many Countries, the 


Defeat of his Armies, the Scarcity of Mo- 


ney, and the daily Complaints of his Subjects. 
Bur that his Majefty ſhould not imagine 


theſe Remonſtrances proceeded from her 


known Averſion to the * the 
* . | ueen 
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Queen (as it was before concerted, in or- 


% 


der to carry on an Affair of this Impor- 


tance) having broke the Ice, corroborated 
her Informations by thoſe of the firſt Mi- 
niſters, who had engaged to aſſiſt her Ma- 
jeſty with the greateſt Sincerity, whene- 
ver an Opportunity favour'd the. 
The Chief of theſe, was the Count 
Caſtiglia, who, tho? of a ſevere and cyni- 
cal Diſpoſition, was reputed a Perſon of 
the greateſt Probity ; and as he had the 
principal Share in the Adminiſtration un- 
der the Queen, during the King's Abſence, 
was thoroughly acquainted with the whole 
State of the national Affairs. Upon theſe 
Two Conſiderations, he was of ſuch 
Weight with his Majeſty, as was neceſſary 
to incline the Balance. This Nobleman 
pave readily into the Queen's Meaſures, 
both as he was zealous for the Publick 
Welfare, and Brother to the Marquis del 
Carpio, who had married the Count's Siſter, 
to whoſe Family he he was ſo averſe, that 
he diſinherited Don Lewis de Haro, Son 
to the Marquis del Carpio, and his own 
_ Siſter, in Favour of a reputed Baſtard Son. 
The King, by frequent Remonſtrances, 
was at length thoroughly convinced, that 
by continuing the Count in the ſole Ad- 
miniſtration of his Affairs, he ran an evi- 
dent Riſque of being diſpoſſeſsd of all his 
inn © oo YE TIES 
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The Conſequence of this Diſpoſition in 
his Majeſty, was a viſible Coldneſs towards 


the Count, to whom he was ſo far from 


ſhewing any Marks of his former Tender- 


neſs, that from time to time he reproach'd 


him, ſometimes as an Evil Counſellour, at 
other times, as Unlucky : From whence, 


the Count plainly foreſaw what would 


happen; and being deſirous to know the 
King's Mind, he twice begg'd Leave' to 
lay down and retire (but this was rather 
to try the Ford, than paſs the River) 
alledging, that it was impoſſible for any 
one to be more vigilant, or take more 
Pains than he did in his Majeſty's Affairs; 
but that if every unhappy Accident was 
to be charg'd to the Account of his [// 


Fortune, he would, if his Majeſty pleas'd to 


permit him, retire from Buſineſs. To which 
the King anſwer'd briskly, It behoves us 


both, Count, to make ſome Redreſs o 


ſuch Grievances, Mean while, it was whiſ- 


per'd at Court, that the Favourite ſtood 


on a Foundation, which was ſo far ſapp'd, 


that the leaſt additional croſs Accident 


would prove his Fall, As this was attri- 


buted to the Queen, the Tongues of all 


grew laviſh in her Praiſes, and ſaid, the 
Safety of Spain was owing to the Queens 


of her Name; for Iſabella of Portugal, 
Conſort of John II. by deſtroying the in- 
ſolent Alvaro di Luna, releaſed the King- 

<ul. TD „ om 
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| dom from the Tyranny of his Profuſe and 


Vain-glorious Adminiſtration. Iſabella of 


Caſtile uſed to tell her Royal Conſort 
Ferdinand the Catholick, that in a Courr 


there ought to be no other Favourites, 


than the King Favourite to the Queen, 


and the Queen Favourite to the King; 


adding, that it was the Duty of a Subject 
to obey, That of a Sovereign only, to com- 
mand; and as no greater Good could poſ- 


ſibly happen to Spain, than the depriving 


the Count of his Authority, ſo they could 
expect ſo great a Bleſſing from no other 
Hand than that of a third Queen I/abe//a 
of the Houſe of Bourbon. T 

After the Favourite had receiv'd this 


Shock from the Intereſt of the Queen, it. 
pleaſed Providence to join the Simplicity 


of a common Gentlewoman, Donna Anna 
Guevara, to complear his Ruin, She had 
ſuckPd the King, and was recommended 


to that honourable Emyloy by the Duke 
of Lerma, and till the Count came into ſo 


great Favour, was always eſteem'd and re- 


ſpected at Court, as his Majeſty's Foſter- 


Mother. But then, all Favour dowel 
thro? the corrupt Canals of the Count, an 


the Ladies having much more Regard for 
the Counteſs's Nod, than the Queen's Com- 
mands ; as all who were of the Duke of 


Lerma's Party were ſuſpected as Oppoſers 
of the Count's Intereſt, this Lady, on Ac- 
T e 
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count of the Tenderneſs his Majeſty ex- 
preſs'd for her, was look'd upon as the 
moſt dangerous to do them Prejudice with 
the King. They contrived to have her 
removed from Court with an honourable 
'I Pretence ; but ſhe however often viſited 
| the Queen, whoſe Apartment was always 
0 open to her, and where the King ſometimes | 
ſaw her, and did her the Honour to enter- 8 
tain her in particular. One Day, whether 
' __- guided by her Zeal for his Majeſty's Ser- 
0 vice, or ſtimulated by the Deſire of reveng- 
5 ing the Affront the Counteſs had put upon 
her, in procuring her Diſmiſſion, which 
broil'd within her; ſhe, about Three of 
the Clock in the Afternoon, the Time 
his Myeſty uſually viſited the Queen in N 
her Apartment, placed her ſelf in the Way, 
that ſhe might have Opportunity to ſpeak | 
to the King, alone; but ſhe took her Stand 
ſo near to the 1 that her 
Miajeſty might diſtinQly hear all that paſs'd. 
Then throwing herſelf at the King's Feet, 
| the proteſted ſhe came not to beg any Fa- 
1 vour for herſelf; that ſhe had no Intereſt | 
but in common with the reſt of his Majeſty's _ * 
| good Subjects; but being prompted, as it 
were, by a maternal Affection, ſhe came to 
iN reveal to his Majeſty what perhaps none 
elfe, in regard to their private Intereſt, 
| would dare to attempt. Upoa this, having 
| Leave from the King to ſpeak her _ 
es wit 


„ 6 
with Freedom, ſhe gave him a lively De- 
ſcription of the Oppreſſions of his People, 
the Abuſes in his Revenue, the Loſs of Towns 

and Provinces, and all che Diſorders in his 
Empire: Adding, that his Majeſty ought to 
look upon thoſe Afflictions as the Judgments | 
| of God, which he had brought upon him- 
ſelt, by leaving to another the Government 
of thoſe Kingdoms, which God and Nature 
had committed to his Charge, to the Diſ- 
honour of his Royal Dignity, the Griet of 
his Nobles (whoſe Hearts he had alienated 
by ſubjecting them to an Equal) and forcing 
them from Court, where Corruption was ſo 
flagrant, that the Ability to purchaſe, not 
the Capacity to diſcharge, Places of Truſt, 
was the only Queſtion; by which Means, 
Perſons of Rank. were depriv'd of their 
Birth-right, and his Majeſty of faithful and 
able Miniſters. That the ſmalleſt Office 
was put to Sale, either by. the Miniſter or 
his Creatures; which occalioned intolerable 
Exactions, and was an inſupportable Bur- 
; then upon the People, who had no Hopes 
1 of Relief, but from his Majeſty's exerting 
himſelf, and doing Juſtice to his Subjects, 
by aſſerting his Royal Dignity. That it 
was now Time his Majeſty ſhould be Out off 
Hard, and not farther provoke the Anger 
of the Almighty, by ſuffering his People to 
continue longer under the Tyranny of a Fel. 
low-SubjeF, who multiplied their Oppret- 
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ſions to ſwell his own Fortune, and aggran. 
dized his Family by the Deſtruction of the 


| Kingdom. That he ought to take Compaſ- 


ſion-on his own Son, the Heir apparent to 
his Dominions, who, if not timely prevent- 
ed, would be forc'd to retire with the For- 


tune of a private Man. She concluded with 


proteſting, That if the Freedom of that 
Remonſtrance had offended his Majeſty, ſhe 
was ready and willing to undergo any Pu- 


niſhment ; and as ſhe had nouriſh'd him 


with her Milk, would think it an equal Hap- 


pineſs, by her Blood, to preſerve to him his 


Kingdom. The King heard her with Pati- 
ence and Attention, and ſaid to her, Aveis 
hablado yerdades, You have ſpoken Truths; 


and in very deep Thought entered the 


Queen's Apartment; into which Donna 


Guevara follow'd him. 


Some Ladies of the Queen's Chamber 
(among whom was Giovanna di Velaſco, 
Wife to the Count's Baſtard) overheard 


this Diſcourſe, which Donna Guevara held 
with the King, and it was ſuppoſed, from 
the Melancholy which the next Day was 


viſible in their Looks, that ſhe had ac- 

quainted her Farher-in-Law and Husband 

—_— 2 4 
This Action of Donna Guevara gained 


her univerſal Eſteem : They called her a 
Tecond wiſe Woman of Tekoah, who in- 
clined the Heart of David, when the 


wiſeſt 


Fours in the Palace 1 before any , Apart * 


\ 


 wiſeſt, and moſt powerful of his 
found all their Endeavours vai. 


Court, 


The Infants Margarita of Savoy, Ducheſy 
of RR was 48 Perſon who ade 
a conſiderable Part in the Cataſtrophe of 
the Count's Tragedy. Her Highneſs had 
been kept at Occagna, ſequeſter'd from the 
Court, that the Affairs of Portugal might be 
entirely conceabd from the King. But ſhe, 
preſſed by Want (for in Seven Months ſhe 
had not received one Penny of the Provi- 
 fion made for her) came unexpectedly to 
Madrid, where ſhe had been a Month. 
Her Arrival was ſo diſagreeable to the 
Count, that he could not diſſemble his 
Diſpleaſure, but received her after a very 
ſhocking Manner, and, in his Diſcourſe, 
treated her very contemptuoully : And tho 
her Highneſs arrived in the Evening, fas 
tigued with the Cold, Rain, and other In- 
conveniencies of her Journey (for ſhe had 
Six Ladies in the Coach with her, having 
neither Coaches, nor any other Conveni- 
encies of her * he made her wait Three 


ment was appointed to lodge her in. At 
length, he ordered her to be conducted to 
the Gallery, which fronts the Incarnation, 
and there allotted her Three miſerable 
_ Rooms, with naked Walls, and ſuch poor 
Furniture, as was hardly fit to receive xhe 
Mile of a common Labourer. 
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The Infanta left Ocragna, rather like a 
Fugitive than a free Princeſs; for ſhe de- 
parted thence at Three in the Morning, 
having ſecretly prepar'd what little Neceſ- 
faries ſhe could for. her Journey, fearing, 
if the Governour of the 'Town ſhould get 
any Notice ef her Deſign, he might pre- 
vent her by. Force, as it afterwards ap- 
. he had Orders to do from the Count. 


or Five Hours after, being acquainted of 


ber Departure for Madrid, and deſpairing 
of. overtaking her, he diſpatch'd away a 
Courier to the Count, who arriving but 
One Hour before her, gave him no Op- 
portunity to prevent her coming. The 
Count had many Reaſons for his A verſion 
to this Princeſs. The chief was his irre- 
concileable Hatred to the Houſe of Savoy, 
the only Fault which deſcended to him 
from his Predeceſſors in Favour, the Dukes 
of Lerma and Vineda, the declar'd Ene- 
mies of that Famil £4 ow gd 
Ibe firſt Ground of the Enmity of the 
Spaniſh Subjects to the Princes of Savoy, 
was the innate Pride of the Spanih Gran- 
dees, and the inſufferable Inſolence of Fa- 
vourites, which render'd that Reſpect and 
Diſtance they were obliged to ſhew to that 
Houſe, on Account of its being of the 
Blood Royal, an inſupportable Mortifica- 
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But the Reaſon of the Count's particu: 
lar Hatred to the Infanta Margarita, was on 
this Account. She had been continued, it 
ſeems, for Seven Vears, Vice Queen of Por- 
tugal, tho only with the empty Title. The 
Marquis de Puebla, Brother of Leganez, was 
ſet over the poor Lady in Lisbon, as a Go- 
vernour, without whoſe Approbation ſhe 
could neither ſpeak. nor look. Her Secre- 
tary, Vaſconcello (who by a cruel Death in 
a rebellious Tumult, receiv'd the juſt Reward 
of his extravagant Inſolence) was the Diſpo- 
ſer of all her Actions, and the other Mi- 
niſters were ſo many Spies placed about 
her Highneſs, to penetrate, if poſſible, into 
her very Thoughts. In Madrid, the Super- 
intendency of the Portuguege Affairs was 

given to Diego Snares, who was both Bro- 
ther- in. Law, and Father. in. Law to FVaſcon- 
cello: In ſnhort, whatever regarded that 
Kingdom, was under the Management of 
Perſons of the ſame Stemp . 
But the Infanta, with a more than femi- 
nine good Senſe and Prudence, foreſeeing 
the Diſorders which enſu'd, and the Preci- 
pice to which ſhe was hurrying, wrote to 
the Count, and gave him early Advice of 
the ill Situation of Affairs; at the ſame 
time modeſtly complaining, that ſhe was 
only a Titular Regent, without having the 
leaſt Shadow of Authority,” 
1 PE C:3 io nt} 23; 200 
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His Anſwers were at firft couch'd in ve: 
ry fair Terms, tho' they prov'd otherwiſe 
in the Conlequence; for Suares, his Crea- 
ture, grew ſtill more inſolent to her High- 
neſs, and ſo far leſſen'd her Authority, that 
the became contemptible even to the Por- 
tugue ge themſelves. e 
HFHereupon her Highneſs thought fit to al- 
ter her Meaſures, and, inſtead of writing 
any more to the Count, ſhe addreſs'd her- 
ſelf directly to the King; but not withſtand- 
ing the repeated Advices ſhe ſent of the 
Duke of Bragansa's Deſign to ſeize on the 
Kingdom, ſhe never receiv'd any Anſwer. 
Theſe Affronts which the Count, with: 
out any Reaſon, put upon the Infanta, obli- 
ged him to look upon her as an implacable 
Enemy, thereby verifying that Dia bolical 
Maxim among the Great Ones, That he 

alone who does the Injury can neuer forgive. 
Wherefore, it is no Wonder that the Count, 
after her Highneſs's Return to Caſtile, did, 
by all poſſible means, endeavour to prevent 
her ſeeing, or having any Audience of the 
King; that he ſhould keep her at a Diſtance 
from Madrid, and ſhut her up in Merida and 

uu. mp 3 on RT 2000 

But that the Overſights of the Count, 
and the Infanta's good Conduct may appear 
in a true Light, as to what regards the Re- 
volution in Portugal, I ſhall beg Leave to 
make a little Digreſſion. REI 
1 | 85 The 
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The Portugue xe, after the Death of their 
King Don Sebaſtian, whom they ſuperſtiti- 
ouſly believe to be ſtill alive, had ſo invin- 
cilble an Averſion to the Sparzſh Government, 
that, after Maſs and Sermon, the Clergy 

would publickly exhort the People to ſay two 

Abe Marias, to the End, that God and the 
Bleſſed Virgin might deliver them from the 
Caſtilian Tyranny. They waited for any 
Opportunity to revolt, and even the leaſt 

Pretence (rhro? their ardent Deſire to rebel) 
was magnified as a Cauſe ſufficient. 
In the Year 36, the new Exaction called 

The Fifth. (becauſe Five per Cent was raiſed 
on all Merchandiſe) cauſed a Riſing of the 
Inhabitants of Afarbes, who thought this 
an unreaſonable and an unjuſt Demand; 
and it's certain, that, had not the Iafantas 
Prudence ſtifled this Tumult in the Begin- 
ning, it would ſoon have overſpread the 
whole Kingdom. The Agarbes is that 
Tract of Land, which ſtretches along the 
Sea -· coaſt from Seville to the Confines of 
| Lisbon. 1 2112 . 3 oy 

This Affair occaſion'd ſome ſerious Re- 
flections on the pernicious Deſigns of the 
 Portugueze. to withdraw themſelves from 

their Subjection to his Majeſty ; and it was 

therefore reſolv'd to lay hold on all favou- 
rable Opportunities to prevent a: Change. 

The Rebellion of Catalonia in 39, furniſh'd 

the Government with a very pong 
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Pretence for their Deſigns ; for, under the . 
Colour of preparing for War againſt that 


Principality, the Count gave out with a 


maſterly Cunning, that, in the Beginning 
of the Year 40, the King would fet out 


in Perſon to chaſtiſe and reduce the Cata- 
lanian Rebels. Wheretore, all the Spaniſs 
and Portugueze Nobility were required to 
repair to Madrid, Four Months after the 
Intimation given, to wait on his Majeſty 


in that Expedition, every one according 


The Deſign of this Declaration was to 


draw the Portuguese Nobility, eſpecially 
the Duke of Braganza, out of the King- 


dom; for they took him to be the ſole 


Hopes of the Portuguege, who had pro- 
mis d to acknowledge and ſet him up for 
their King, on thoſe ancient Pretences 


which are known to all who have read 


the Hiſtories of Portugal and Caftile. 


The Duke of Braganxa, who was no 


Stranger to the Inclinations of the Portu- 
gueze, nor the ſealouſies of the Caſtilians, 


that he might give no Encouragement to 


the former, nor Ground of Suſpicion to 
the latter, retired to Villa Vitioſa, the 
Metropolis of his Duchy, where having 


no Correſpondence with the Nobility, not 


interfering in the Publick Affairs, he 
paſſed his Time in the Diverſion of 
Hunting. | th 2 
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Mean while, the Chief of the Portu- | 
gueze Nobility went to Madrid, the Duke 


of Braganga excepted, who did not under- 
take the Journey tho ſollicited by the 
Count in a very particular Manner, and 
with large Offers. The Duke had Two 


Reaſons to diſſuade him from going to 


Court. The firſt was the Unwillingneſs 


of the whole Kingdom to ſee him in the 


Power of the Count, whoſe good Faith 
they had Reaſon to ſuſpect. The Second 
was, he apprehended he ſhould not be ad- 
mitted to thoſe Honours about his Ma- 


jeſty's Perſon which his Anceſtors and all 


the Grandees of Spain enjoy'd, eſpecially 
that of ſitting in Publick under the King's 
Canopy, a Privilege which the Houſe of 
Braganza eſteem'd above all other Honours 
they enjoy d. Tm 22 20 On 


The Duke, without mentioning either 


of theſe Reaſons, excuſed his not going 
to Madrid, by alledging, that his ERate 
was ſo far exhauſted, that he could 'not 
make a Figure equal to his Quality ; and 
therefore judged it more expedient to ſerve 


his Majeſty in Portugal, during the Ab- 
ſence of the reſt of the Nobility, than to 
appear among the Grandees with an Equi- 


page unbecoming his Character, ©! 
This Anſwer encreas'd the Count's Suſ- 
icions, who was reſolved to make uſe of 
his accuſtomed Arts, nn 
. „„ "+ 
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and empty Promiſes; and to guide this 


Affair, which was very tender, and needed 
the fineſt Glozing, with the moſt profound 


Diſſimulation; what Management could 


be more ſubtile than the following? He 
wrote to the Duke, that he was intirely 
ſatisfied of his Good-will, and after ſome 
Complements which expreſs'd an equal 
Affection for his Perſon, and Concern: for 


the unfortunate Situation of his Affairs, he 


let him know, that his Majeſty was not 
only ſatisfied with his Stay in Portugal, 


but that he had moreover, as a Mark of 
the great Confidence he repos'd in him, 


given him the Command of the Army in 
Portugal, requiring him to draw nearer to 
Lisbon, and chuſe for his Abode what Place 
was moſt agreeable to him near that City-; 
and that he might want nothing to ſup- 
port the Dignity of his Character, had 


made him a Remittance of Twenty Thou- 
ſand Piſtoles. e 


Thoſe who take things by their firſt 


Appearances only, look d upon this Pro- 


ceeding of the Count ſo ſtrange, and ſo 


diſadvantageous to the 2 that 


they publickly condemn d it, and faid, 
this was throwing him no leſs than a King- 


dom for a Bait, without a Hook to it; 


the making him quit his Solitude at Villa 
Vitioſa, to reſide, as it were, in the 


Suburbs of Lisbon, * thjge 
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Intereſt of the Houſe of Braganza ſo deeply 


engrav'd on their: Hearts, was giving new 
Life to their Hopes, and a freſhSpur to their 
Deſires, of ſeeing one Day a Prince of their 


.own Nation fix'd upon the Fhrone: And 


finally, that the Count had now put the 
Crown of Portugal into his Hands, who had 
long ſecretly aſpired to it. But this was a 
Maſter- piece of the Count, who had often 


| boaſted, that crafty Allurements had ever 


been of more Uſe to him, than open 


Threats. The Count had no Deſign to 
put any Truſt in the Duke, but only to en- 


gage to himſelf a Confidence from him; 
in order to which, his placing him in the 
Neighbourhood of Lisbon, and pretending 


to be ſatisfied with his Stay, in Portugal; 
the giving him the Command of the Ar- 


my, and remitting him a Sum of Mo- 


ney, were ſuch Things as might have lull'd 


the Duke into a Security, if his Know- 
ledge of the Count's Artifices had not 
kept him continually upon his Guard. The 


Infanta, who, as Vice. Queen, was anſwer⸗ 


able for the Adminiſtration of all Affairs, 


Was extreamly ſurprized to ſee ſo fair an 
Opportunity given the Duke of Braganza, to 


break out into open Rebellion, and wrote 


ſeveral Letters to his Majeſty full of Com- 

_ - plaiats and Remonſtrances on that Head. 
The Anſwers ſhe receiv'd were very cold, 
and like the Oracles 


of the Ancients, full 
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of Ambiguity: But the Surprize of het 


Highneſs was vaſtly encreas'd, when, with- 
out her Knowledge, ſhe faw the Caſtilian 
Garriſon (at a time when the Security 


of the Kingdom depended on the Fidelity 
of thoſe Troops) drawn out of the. Citta- 
del of St. John, which commands Lisbon. 


Theſe were the Count's laſt Efforts to 


quiet the Duke's Suſpicions, and that he 


miglit in time more effectually lull him into 
Security, he mention'd no more of his 
coming to Madrid till the Year 41, when 


he again invited him by Letters full of 


the moſt endearing Expreſſions. He high. 


ly extoll'd the Duke's 1 his Dili- 


gence in what regarded the Command 'of 
the Army, and the happy Effects of his 


Authority with thoſe of his own Nation. 


He then laid before him the imminent 
Dangers which threaten'd the Spaniſh Mo- 
narchy, by the - Diſaſters in Flanders, the 
Misfortunes in Italy, the Preparations of 
the Turks, and above all, from Two ſuck 
eruel Enemies, as the French and Catalans, 


who had already entered the Kingdom. That 


the Welfare of the Empire depended on 
che Expulſion of theſe; and if the Nobi- 


lity and Grandees did not exert themſelves, 


and uſe their utmoſt Efforts in the preſent 


Exigency, for his Majeſty's Service, he gave 
All for loſt. That, as the Duke was at the 
Head of the Grandees, he might by his 


Fre- 
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Preſence, and the Number of his Followers, 
ſhew a powerful Example to the reſt of the 
| Nobility, and after ſo many Mis fortunes 
and Loſſes, at length become the principal 
Means of Crowning his Majeſty's Arms 
with Succefs. That the King therefore 
unpatiently waited his Arrival at Court, 
to reward his Fidelity, and to do him 
thoſe Honours, and raiſe him to ſuch Poſts, 
as were anſwerable to, the Greatneſs of 
his Birth, and every way agreeable to his 
y Merit, and his Majeſty's 


Efteem. = OF 
The Duke, tho? not reputed a Man of 


- any Parts, yet managed his Aﬀairs with 


ſuch Judgment, that (ordering the Army 
at Tarragona to be recruited with a conſi- 
derable Number of his own Vaſſals and 
Adherents) playing Artifice againſt Arti- 
fice, he handſomely avoided his appearing 
at Court. „ = 
Then he wrote to the Count in Terms 
which (in every thing) ſpoke his Compli- 
ance ; for he was not ſtrong enough to 
take other Meaſures, and with mutual 
Diflimulation, gave him all poſſible Marks 
of a ſingular Regard and Confidence. 
The Jafanta, who had an Eye upon all 
theſe Proceedings, and from her daily Ob- 
ſervations foreſaw what would fol 
diſpatch'd away ſeveral warm Letters both 
to the King „ al 
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that the entire Loſs of the Kingdom of 
Portugal muſt neceſſarily enſue. 


But the King gave her no Anſwer, * 


the Count treated her as a Perſon much 
fitter for the Government of a private Fa- 


mily, than a Kingdom; and ſignify'd to 
her, that if ſhe could not dive into the 


| Myfteries of State, it would not be taken 


ill, if ſhe ſavd herſelf the Trouble of writ- 
ing any more on a Subject ſhe id not 
underſtand. _ | 

The Infanta was therefore oblig'd to 
remain a Spectator of the Revolution of 
Portugal, as known to all the World, which 


Was effected by thoſe very Meaſures that 
were taken to continue and ſecure that 
Kingdom under the Spaniſh Government. 


The Count, who was 1n the greateſt Con- 


fuſion, to ſee his own Schemes turn'd 


againſt him, and all his Artifice baffl'd, 


himſelf outdone 1 in Diſſimulation, and over- 


reachd by a Man, to whom he would 


hardly allow a moderate Share of com- 


mon Senſe, found Means to throw the 
Loſs of Portugal entirely on the ill Manage- 
ment of the Infanta; and as he was con- 


ſcious, that he was himſelf the ſole Author 
of that Misfortune, he ſtrenuouſly en- 


deavour'd to prevent her Highneſs from 
clearing herſelf to the King, who, if he 


did not ſuſpe& her Fidelity, eatertain'd how- 


ever a very mean n of her Capacity. 
. The 


The Infanta having got ſafe out of Por- 
tugal, which ſhe look d upon as a very 
great, nay, a miraculous Deliverance, dif: 
patch'd a Courier to the King, to intreat 
the Honour of being admitted to kiſs his 
Hand. The Count not only oppoſed this, 
but ſent her Orders from his Majeſty to 
ſtay at Merida, tho' it was in the Seaſon 
of the Dog-days, when the Heats there are 
much more intenſe, than in any other Part 
of Spain, which threw her into a long and 
violent Fir of Sickneſs, and to the inex- 
preſſible Satisfaction of the Count, her 
Life was deſpair'd of. But what added 
to this Barbarity, was, that he left her 
without either Coaches, Horſes, Mules, or 
Litters; Neceſſaries! which the meaneſt 
Servant about the King's Perſon is intitl'd 
to, and which, he very well knew, the 
Portugueze had taken from her. 
However, ſhe repeated her Sollicitations 
fo often with his Majeſty, to be removed 
from the Intemperature of the Air of 
Eſtremadura, that ſhe was at length per- 
mitted (as an eſpecial Favour) to reſide 
at Occagna, tho with all the Miſeries and 
common Wants of a Slave; for ſhe was 
Not only without Equipage, but (having 
never received the Three Thouſand Crowns 
a Month, his Majeſty was gracioully pleas'd 
to appoint her, the firſt two Payments ex- 
cepted) ſhe wanted the common Neceſſaries 
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of Life; for her Major-dome was obliged 


to beg her Support at the Houſes of pri- 


vate People, and at the Canvents of Oe- 


cagna; but they growing tired, the extream 


Neceſſity ſhe was put to, made her take 
the Reſolution of privately going to Madrid. 
If we conſider all Circumſtances, we 


muſt. admire the particular Providence of 


Gad in the Conduct of theſe Affairs; for 


| thoſe very Methods which the Count took 


to oppreſs the Duke of Braganza, were 
the only Means that raifed him to that 
Throne, which was indiſputably his Right; 


and by his compaſſing to deſtroy the Infan- 


ta, ne run headlong on his own Ruine. 

Her Highneſs arrived at Court that ve- 
ry Day his Majeſty began to examine into 
the Count's Management: Her Arrival was 
extreamly welcome to the Queen, who 
(tho the Count endeavour'd to prevent her 


Having a private Audience of the King, 


to diſcredit her in the Council of State, 
and never once, to the great Surpri ze of 


. the whole Court, went to wait on her) 
invited her to, and kept her in her own 


Apartment, that ſhe might ſpeak to his 
Majeſty, of whom, ſhe obtained an Audi- 
ence of I wo Hours, tho not without ſome 


Trouble; firſt, in getting rid of the Coun- 


refs Q/zueres, who, fgrefeeing the Confe- 


quence, inpertinently enough endea vour'd 


to be preſent. 5 


(31) 
She began with her Thanks to God for 
delivering her from the Portagaege Tyran- 
ny, and allowing her once more, after ſo 
many Sufferings, to appear before his Ma- 
jeſty, and to prove her own Innocence, by 
laying the Crimes ſhe was chargd wit 
to the true Author of them. She gave 
his Majeſty a ſhort Account of the Porta. 
_ gneze Affairs; ſhew'd the Minutes of the 
tters ſhe had wrote, and the few An- 
ſwers ſhe had teceiv'd: In a Word, ſhe 
clear'd herſelf ſo thoroughly, that the 
Loſs of the Kingdom of Portugal was 
throw entirely, if not on his premedica- 
ted Deſign, yet on the Inadvertency of the 
Count, and his ſtubborn Conceit. The 
Queen did not fail enlarging on all the 
Infanta had advanc'd, and they together 
made ſo deep an Impreſſion on the dinge 
Mind, that we may ſay, this was a fini 
ing Stroke to the King's Favourite. 
The Grandees, in general, concurr'd in 
the Count's Fall, and *cis poſſible, that 
their withdrawing from Court, and their. 
Silence, proved more efficacious ' in his 
Ruine, than all the Remonftrances of others. 
For no ſooner had the Count been de- 
clared a Favourite, but he aſſumed the Re- 
gal Authority, by ſo much the more con- 
temning his Maſter's Dignity, as he found 
him ſuſceptible of his Inſinuations, and 
obedient to the Caprice of his ning; 


14 He kept him conſtantly ignorant of the 
I'S Affairs of his Kingdom, except where he 
1 thought it his Intereſt to be communica- 
tive. None but his own Creatures were 
allowed about his Perſon, and it was im- 
poſſible for his Majeſty to ſee or hear but 
with the Organs of the Count. SwelPd 
with the Preſumption of his own ſuperior | 
Genius, this would nor ſatisfy his Ambition, 
for-he thought he did not ſhine with ſufficient | 
Luſtre, nor the King's Favour ſecur'd to him, | 
if, like another Tarquin, he did not abaſe, 
ſince he could not lop, the Poppy. Heads, 
or Grandees. The Ruine of the Houſe of 
Lerma, which from being the Favourites 
of Two Princes, were fallen very low, 
(excepting Two Branches, the Duke of 
Offuna and Infantado, who by Marriage 
ſprung up under other Titles) was no 
| Herculean Labour, land compaſs'd with a 
little Trouble. . 

He was violent againſt the Houſe of 
Toledo (who were reſpected, both for the 
Antiquity of their Nobility, and the good 
Service they -had done the Crown) with- 
out any known Reaſon; and cauſed Don 
Falarique, who was of the elder Branch, 
to be baniſh'd the Court, for ſome Free- 
doms of Speech, which he was intitl'd to 
by his Birth. This Perſon ſoon after broke 
his Heart, being unable to ſurvive the In- 
nity of the Affront. To. LE 
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The Duke of Alva, Maſter of the 
| Houſhold to his Majeſty, choſe rather to 
retire from Court in his laſt venerable 
Years, than pay a ſervile Submiſſion to the 
Nod of a Favourite. 

The Duke &#1/ar, for whom the King 
had a particular Eſteem, as well on Ac 
count of his Illuſtrious Birth, as his uncom- 


mon Virtues, was, under Prerence of Ho- © 


 nourable Employments, kept far from Court, 
leſt his Preſence ſhould kindle that Eſteem 
Into an Affection. 

The Duke of Maguedé was repreſented 
4s a Debauchee, the Duke of Lemos, as a 
Driv'ler; The Duke Fuenſalida as ignorant, 
Altamira phlegmatick, and all the reſt 
uſeleſs. 

In the Count's Opinion; none were worth 
the Title of Grandes, or of his Favour, 
but Monterey and Leganes, who from an 
obſcure Birth, and very flender Fortunes, 
were rais'd to that prodigious Height of 
Honour, as to be made Governours of 


*  Milanand Naples, and became flagranc In- 


ſtances, how far Avarice and Profuſeneſs, 
when ſupported by Power, will carry Men, 


in ſqueezing and extorting from the molt 
Miſerable. 


Theſe Two were the Favourites: 4 the 


Count, and the Spaniſh Thunderbolts of 
War: The one ſent to laviſh away the 
Treaſures of Portugal in Plays and Euxts 


E EE 


(34 Pp 
ry, the other, to ruine and ftarve the 
Army in .Catalonia, by his Villainy and 
— : | pn 3 a 
The Indignities put upon the Grandees, 
and the little Regard ſhewn them hy the 
Count, eſpecially their contemptuous Re- 
ception at Saragoſſa, cauſed them ſo entire- 
ly to ahandon the Court, that when the 
King dined in publick, went a Hunting, 
or to Chapel, not one of the Grandees 
was. ſeen with him ; and even on the Day 
of the Nativity, the Count de Colomba was 
the only one who fat on the Bench of 
Grandees in the Royal Chapel; which 
Was taken Notice of, as very ſtrange and ſur- 
„„ 1 
At the time the Count began to leſſen 
in his Majeſty's Favour, the King obſerved, 
that the ,Grandees ſhew'd him but little 
ReſpeQ, and did not as formerly pay their 
Court to him. He asked the Marquis de 
Carpjo the Reaſon of this, who, unwil- | 
ling to ſlip the Opportunity, when the 
King had put the Sword in his Hand, re- 
ſolved to make uſe of it againſt his Enemy, 
and therefore anſwered his Majeſty, That 
the Reaſon was too obvious; the Count ſaw 
them with an evil Eye attending on his Ma- 
jeſty, and they judged it more prudent to 
deny themſelves that Honour, than, by 
falling under any Suſpicion, give him an 
Opportunity of letting them feel the * 


. 


8 
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of his ſealouly. This Anſwer was a grear 


vour, and on the Point of Falling. 

The King wrote the ſame Day to the 
Council of War, requiring an Account of 
the State of the Army in Catalonia, and to 
know what Methods were to be taken for 


Shock to a Perſon already tottering in Fa- 


ruiſing Money and Recruits for the enſu- 


ing Campaign. The Council anſwer'd his 
Majeſty, that the Army in Catalonia, which 
conſiſted of zoooo Men, was reduced to 
Five; and that there was an abſolute Ne- 


ceſſity of its being freſh recruired ; for the 


French threaten'd ſome great Enterprize in 
the Spring. As to the Affair of raiſin 


the neceſſary Supplies, they left it to the 


Countil which the Count had form'd for 
that Purpoſe; and of which Monterey was 


Preſident. The King enquired of this 


Council what was to be done? and they 
giving him an Account of many Difficul- 


ties, or rather Impoſſibilicies, which occurr'd 
in the raiſing of the Six Millions that were 


demanded, they: being affured but of One, 


which the Council had promis d; his Ma- 


jeſty nettled with rhis Anſwer, ſaid, Ay, 


in an Affair of this Conſequence! 


What follow'd this at Segovia, is thought 


to have forwarded the Favourite's Diſgrace. 


Six Men in Masks, and by Night, forced. 


into the Governour's Houſe, who ſeeing, 


and believing them to be Thieves, in the 
E 2 Appre- 
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Apprehenſion he was under, offerr'd them 
all his Money, and whatever elſe he had 
of Value in the Houſe, to ſave his Wife's 
and Daughter's Honour. One of them 
anſwer'd, that they did not come into his 
Houſe, with a Deſign to rob or injure him, 
but to do the King Service; and giving 
a- Paper into his Hands, bid him, if he 
_ valu'd his Life, to make the beſt of his 
Way to Madrid; to ſet out that Inſtant, 
and give the Paper to his Majeſty, and not 
to the Count, becauſe it contain'd Secrets 
of the greateſt Importance to his Majeſty's 
Service, and the publick Good : Neither 
would they part with him, till they ſaw 
him on Horſe-back, and ſet forward for 
Court, . threatening, that if he did not 
perform what they gave him in Charge, 
as a good Servant, and faithful Officer of 
the King, his Life ſhould pay far his Failure. 
He arrived at Madrid on the Night of 
the Day following,” had a particular, Audi- 
ence of the King, and was by him remand. 
ed to his Government. None could ever 
penetrate into the Contents of this Paper 
but by the Manner of its being ſent, the 
Charge given to deliver it into the King's 
own Hands, and not tothe Count, to whom 
it was the Cuſtom to addreſs every thing 
which regarded the publick Affairs, and 
the threatning the Governour with Death, 
if he fid-. nog punctually comply, with 
—__r. *2_— ne 


theſe Orders, makes it reaſonable to con- 
| jecture, it contained ſomething to the 
Counts Prejudice...” +: “ 
To theſe we may add another Step 
not leſs efficacious towards the Diſgrace 
of the Count. The Marquis de Grana, who 
inherited all the Virtues of the IIluſtri- 
ous Houſe of Carretti, and was remarka- 
ble for the moſt generous Oppenneſs and 
Sincerity, came the foregoing Year Am- 
baſſador from his Imperial Majeſty to the 
Court of Spain. He was well known be- 
fore to the Court by his Bravery and Con- 
duct in military Affairs, which had di- 
ftinguiſh'd him many Years in Traly, Ger- 
many, and Flanders. This, with his other 
excellent Virtues (for he was a Scholar and 
a Courtier likewiſe, and ſpoke Five Lan- 
guages as well as his Mother- Tongue) 
gained him the Eſteem of all who knew 
him, the Count excepted, whom the Free- 
dom and Ingenuity of his Opinion in Affairs 
of State, which proceeded from his Love 
of Truth, and Zeal (as Miniſter of the Em- 
. peror) for the Intereſt of the Houſe of 
Auſtria, made his inveterate Enemy. The 
Count's Ears were too much accuſtom'd to 
the Smoothneſs of Adulation, to bear the 
Harſhneſs of honeſt Truth, - ſupported by 
the Strength of ſound Argument, and the 
Exigency of things. This A verſion of the 
Count to the Marquis, E e for 
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tome time, but it broke forth at laſt, in 
a Council held at Molina M Arrugona, to 


which the Ambaſſador was call'd by tho 


King's expreſs Command. The 8 


debated in the Council was, Whether his 


Majeſty's Stay in Caſtile, or his Journey to 
Arragona would be moſt advantageons to 
che publick Affairs? The Count was the 
firſt who ſpoke to it, and gave his Opini- 
on for the King's continuing in Caſtile ; 
this all the reſt of the Council afſented to, 


and Gzofeppe Gonzalez made a long Ha- 


rangue (as his ordinary Cuftom was) to 
4 ah the Solidity of the Count's Reaſons. 
he Ambaſſador was the laſt who ſpoke, 


and was of a quite contrary Opinion, and 


proved by irrefragable Arguments, that 


there was a Neceflity of his Majeſty*s go 


mg ro Arragona. The Favourite and the 5 
whofe Council, were ſo nettled at a ſingie 


Italian Ca valier's pretending to contradict 


the Oracular Sentiments of the Count, 


to which all Spain was accuſtomed tacitly 


ro fubſeribe, rhar, contrary to the Regula- 


one has the Liberty to give his Opinion 
without Replication, er Gonzales, à 

Prelate of the Count's railing, took. upon 
Him, with ſome Warmth, to anſwer the 


Ambafſador, and, in his Diſcourſe, treated 


kim as one ignorant in Matters of this 
Nature. The Marquis was a little ruffled 
8 —— e 
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at this Uſage; and reply'd, that, as a I. 


centiate, he allowed him to underſtand 


Bartholomew and Baldwin much better thai 
he did; but that in adviſing à great 


Prince, in what regarded the Condutt of 


and no Way 9 39 2 miſty Divine, 
or! 


col bis Faction, greatly reſented the Reply 


of the Ambaſſador, and gave him the Nick. 


name of Drunken Socrates, Not withſtand- 
ing which, the King rejected the Count's, 


and adhered to the Ambaſſador's Reaſons, 
which he would have in Writing, and to 
the Caunt's very great Mortification, pub- 
lickly approved them. This turn'd the 
Favourite's former Hatred into an impla- 


cable Rage, which made him give the Am- 
baſſador all the Trouble poſſible, and, ighs 


or wrong, thwart him in all Affairs. In a 


Word, he gave him ſo much Uneaſineſs, 


that the Marquis fell ſick with the Vexa- 
tion, and not without Suſpicion of Poiſon, 
of which he was adviſed by an anonymous 
Letter. Wherefore having obtain'd the 
King's Leave, he return'd to Madrid. 
It bappen'd, about Twenty Days after 
the Marquis had retired to Madrid, that 
the Great Protector of Truth and Inno- 


davy 


ceence 
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cence put an Occaſion into his © Hands of 
humbling the Pride of this haughty Fa- 
vourite: For the' Emperor had wrote a 
long Letter to the Kin ng of Hain, in which, 
after he had excuſed his not being able to 
| comply with his Promiſes, the Arch-duke 
having loſt the Battle of Leip/ick; he begg d 
his Majclty to conſider in what an ill Po- 
ſture the Auſtrian Affairs were, and. that 
without ſome immediate , Relief, their 
Ruine was inevitable: That he would ma- 
turely reflect on the Character, Quality, 
and Talents of that Miniſter, whoſe Ad- 
miniſtration had loſt hini the Kingdom of 
Portugal, the Principality of Catalonia, ſe⸗ : 
veral other Provinces and Towns in Europe, 
and a vaſt Dominion in the Indies, and af- | 
terwards take ſuch Meaſures as were agree- _ 
able to his Majeſty's known Wiſdom, and 
che Practice of his Royal Predeceſſors. 
The Letter came to the Ambaſſador 
without a Seal, together with Inſtructions 
of what he was farther to add on that 
Subject. He communicated both to the 
Queen, and when he deliver'd the Letter to 
his Majelty; he had a private Audience of 
upwards of an Hour. 
To all theſe Motives, which follo well one 
on the Neck of another, in a very few _ 
Days, to "ſhake the King „Affection, we 
may add this laſt and greateſt. The Prince 
of Spain, tho, in the Fourteenth Rood 4 
| his 
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his Ape, had as yet no Family appointed, 


bur, to every one's Surprize, was ſtill con- 
tinued under the Government of the Ladies. 
The King had long deſired he might have 


a ſettled Family, and a Retinue anſwerable 
to his Dignity : But the Count had always 


found Means, by one Pretext or other, 


to delay the Matter, for the Two following 
Reaſons. He knew his Royal Highneſs 
had a great Vivacity and Quickneſs, and was- 


afraid he might diſcover abroad,- what he 


took Care his Father ſhould not penetrate 


at home: But while he continued under 
the Care of the Counteſs 4Olivares his 
Tutreſs, he would imbibe all his Maxims 


from her. The Second was, that his Ba- 
ſtard Son Don Henriquez might have time 
to get the better of thoſe vicious Habits 


he had contracted by the vile Company 
he had formerly kept, and his own viler 


Inclinations, by Means of a Marriage with | 


the Conftable's Daughter, and obtain the Ha- 
bit of a Commander of Calatrava, and the 
Preſident ſhip of the Council of the Inaies, 
which he was on the Point of gaining. 


But on the very Day of the Nativity, 
Favourite receivd k 


when this mighty 


ng, at her Majeſty's Requeſt, 


made hicafelf 4 Lift of the Servants he Trad - 


choſen for the Prince's Houſhold, and or- 


der d the Count to ſee, that nothing ne- 
eeſſary might be wanting, The Count ob- 


— > 


| (42) 
jected to a great many of this Liſt, rejecting 
many more than he approved, which was 
very unpleaſant and grating to his Majeſty, | 
who concealed in his Heart the moſt bit- | 
ter Reſentment againſt him, on Account 

of rhe Diſcoveries had been made to him. 
His Majeſty then asked him, what Apart- 
ment he thought was the propereſt to be 
allotted for the Prince's Family, being wil- 


6 ling to hear his Sentiments on that Head. | 
{1 Upon the Count's anſwering, none was ſo | 
1 fit as that which the Cardinal Infant be. 
7 fore had; the King ſaid, Don't you think | 


there's a much better, the Apartment deſtin d 
For the King's eldeſt Son, and the ſame which 
both my Father and I had while we were 
Princes? The Count was ſtruck with his 
Majeſty's Queſtion, | and look'd upon it as 
the Beginning of his Diſgrace ; and indeed 
this Piece of Inſolence was a Spur to the 
King's Reſolutions  _ . 
For that very Night the King wrote to 
him with his own Hand, commanding he 
Jhould meddle no more in publick Affairs, 
and ſhould retire to Locheches, till farther 
Orders; but as it may be ſome Satisfaction 
to the Curious, to be ſomewhat particular 


IH in this laſt Scene, which we may call, the 
„ agonizing Minutes of the Count's Power, 
e on his giving up the Ghoſt of Favour; I 
r will give a Diary from that Night, which 
14 was the: Vigil of the Eve of St. Autbon, | 
/ it * | 8 | 
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of every thing worth Notice, to Friday 
Se'nnight following; which was the Peri- 
od to which his Authority languifh'd.. 
The Count, on reading the King's Note, 
was in a Manner thunder-ſtruck ; for he 
was ſome time motionleſs with the Sur- 
prize; however, he obey'd; and as ſoon as 
he had recover*d his Spirits a little, went 
to Locheches; whence, on his Arrival, he 
diſpatch'd a Courier to his Lady, who 
carried the King's Billet, thinking none ſo 
proper to communicate his Grieß, or dif- 
burthen his Mind to. The Counteſs re- 
ceiving her Lord's Orders, ſet out next 
Morning, before Break of Day, for Madrid, 
bewailing all the Way her Misfortune, to 
the Great Surprize of her Attendants. 
She and the Count had a private Conſul- 
tation of Two Hours, after which ſne 
went directly to ſpeak to the King, from 
whom ſhe had a very cold Reception, a 
reſolute Anſwer, and a ſpeedy Diſmiſſion. 
In the Evening of the fame Day, Friday, 
Ihe went to the Queen's Apartment, and 
|| throwing herſelf at her Majeſty's Feet, 
| beggd, in Conſideration of the Count's 
long and faithful Service, ſhe would take 
. him into her Protection and intercede for 
him to his Royal Maſter. The Queen 
L TJ anſwer her in very few Words, which 
1 7 were, That what Providence, in Compaſſi- 
| 7 to the Subjects, and Miſmanagements of the 
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1 
Count had done, was neither in the King's, 
nor her Power to undo. +; 
This was ſtill a Secret to all the Court, 
_ excepting Don Lewis de Haro, till Saturday, 
when the King ſent. him to the Count for 
Papers relating to ſome private . Buſineſs. 
This Gentleman was the Count's Nephew, 
but fo little in his Favour (if not really 
hated by him) that he never ſent hm the 
cuſtomary Complements of Condolance on 
the Death of his own Siſter, Mother to 
the ſaid Don Lewis, who died but few 
Days before. . Notwithſtanding * which, he 
behaved himſelf in this Misfortune of his 
Uncle, after a very generous and noble 
Manner ; for he threw himſelf on his Knees 
before the King, and entreated, that ſince 
the Count's Diſmiſſion was irrevocably de- 
creed, that yet his Majeſty would be ſo 
gracious, as not to precipitate him at once 
from that vaſt Height of Fayour, but al- 
low him an eaſy Deſcent, and ſuffer him, 
in his Diſgrace, to experience that Mo- 
deration and Clemency which had ever en- 
dear'd his Majeſty to his Subjects, and per- 
mit him to continue Three Days in the 
| Patace, to be preſent for that time at the 
Councils, and give Audience in his .own 
private Affairs. n 
HFlis Majeſty was pleas'd to grant yet 
more ; for he permitted the Count to ver- 
hawl all his Papers, and to burn what- 
4 I 1 


— 
ever he thought might riſe opin Jorge 
_ againſt him, which was an Exceſs 

neſs that many could not approve of. 


On Friday there was à great Levee at 
the Count's, but it was given out he was 


very much indiſpos'd, ſo that he ſaw 


no. body, and dined privately in his 


Bed chamber, | 3 
On Saturday Morning, the King com- 
manded him to ſend the Key of his, pri- 


vate Apartment, by which he had at all 
times Admittance to his Majefty's Cham- 


ber: The fame Morning he defired Au- 
dience of the King, which was granted 


him, but in publick, the Patriarch and ſe- 
veral.Lords of the Bed-chamber being pre- 


ſent, In this Audience, it was | remarka- 


ble that his Majeſty, who always fix'd his 


Eyes on the Perſon who addreſſed him, 
did not ſo much as once caſt them upon 
the Count, while he ſpoke, but turn'd *em 
to different ObjeQs, ſhewing very little 
Attention, and leſs Satisfaction. Leaving 


the King, he went in to one of the Coun- 


cils, where he behaved himſelf with a more 
than common Haughtineſs and Superiority, 
and treated the Two Secretaries with 4 
much Contempt, that one of them faid, 
after his Departure, Que Diablo tiene el 


Conte en la Cabeca, nos atratado como trapes . 
viftos ? What the Devil has the Count 
got in his Head? he has uſed us as if we 


of Good- 
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e 
were old Rags? The ſame Day, in the 
Afternoon, ſome Ambaſſadors demanded 
Audience of him, but were put off with 
the Excuſe of his Indiſpoſition. 

On St. Anthonys Day, in the Evening, 
the Count's Diſgrace was made publick, 
and the News was received with an uni- 
verſal Joy. The next Morning (ſuch was 
the Hatred of the People to him) the fol- 
lowing Lines were found paſted on the Pa- 
lace-Gate; TT + ET 


On St. Anthony's Day God was reſtor dl, = | 
And the Deyil caſt out by our Sovereign Lard, © 


On the Sunday, when the News of the 
Count's Removal was confirm'd, there was 
fo great a 19 ſhewn throughout Madrid, 
that if it had not been moderated by the Fear 
of his working himfelf into Favour again, 
by his infinuating Arts, the whole Town 
would have made a publick Feſtival ; but 
even as it was, the Bakers and Fruiterers, 
in Token of SatisfaQion, gave their Goods,” 
that Day, gratis, to all Comers. 
On Monday, when the King, Queen, 
Prince, Infanta, and the Ducheſs of Man- 
tua, went in the ſame Coach to the Car- 
melites, they were ſurrounded and followed 
by a prodigious Multitude, with Acclama- 
tions of, God bleſs the King for the Good 
he has done, and confound all wicked Mini- 
fers. But it would be impoſſible to rg = 
| | | | 19905 
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the many particular Inſtances of the Peo: 
ple's Joy. In every Face appear'd an Air 


of SatisfaQtion ; and private Misfortunes 
were loſt in the publick Good; as if the 


Count's Diſgrace had brought a Salve ſor 


every other croſs Accident of Life. Each 


| Man hail'd his Comrade,on the joyful News, 


and every Mouth was fill'd with Bleſſings 
on the King and Queen, and. with the 
Praiſes of Donna Gaevara. © 
Tueſday, the Counteſs endeavour'd, by 
all poſſible Submiſſion to- his Majeſty, to 
regain Favour for the Count, but in vain; 


which made him conceive an implacable . 
Hatred to the Queen, whom he look'd up- 


on as ſole Author of his Diſgrace. Howe- 
ver, as the King was that Day gone for the 


Eſcurial, he behaved himſelf in the Coun- 


cil, and in the Audiences he gave, after a 


manner which intimated his Counteſs had 


ſucceeded with the King, and that he no 
longer apprehended his Diſmiſſion. This 
ſtruck ſuch a Damp to the general Joy, and 
gave ſuch Uneaſineſs and Jealouſy to her 

Majeſty, that on Medneſday Evening, ſhe 
wrote to his Majeſty in very moving 
fr. Gr 
Thurſday, a Body of the Grandees went 
a League out of Town to meet his Maje- 
ſty in his Return, who ſeeing them, asked 


( 


= 


what extraordinary Accident had happend. 


at Maarid, that obliged them to come 1 
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ſo great a Body. Don Malchior de Borgia 
anſwer'd, That the Time was at length tome 
dohen they might be permitted to fhew their 
| Devotions to the Crown of Spain; and if 
formerly they bad not complyd with their 
Duty in attending his: Majeſty, the Reaſons 
were obvious, and could not be unknown 
1117. ²˙¾—d 
At the King's Arrival at the Palace 
when he alighted from the Coach, the firſt 
Queſtion he àsked was, if the Count was 
gone? and being anſwer'd in the Negative, 
he turn'd to Don Lewis de Haro, and in 
an angry Tone, ſaid, Que _ el hombre 
la fuerca ? Does this Man ſtay to be thruſt 
out? This being told the Count, pierc'd 
him to the Heart, and convinced him, that 
he was irretrievably loſt z wherefore he 
ſeriouſly prepared for his Departure, and 
ſpent all that Night in . examining and 
baming tis Paper. 
The next Day, Friday Morning, he en- 
deavour'd to have an Audience of the 
King; whether it was allowed him, or not, 
is unknown; but *tis certain, that about 
One o Clock the ſame Day he left Ma.. 
arid. The Seven Days he had deferr'd his 
Departure, ſeem'd ſo many Ages to the 
People, which Imparience they ſignify'd by 
— * Diſtich fix d on the Palace 
Alls: SED $23 | of KF 3% 0 


ar. 


(49) 


7 Buphare, rel diemy quid. kau. er, 
moraris? 
2 Reet Comes ceridir [2 Boſphore redde diem, | . 


The eames whe inen Howe odicus he 
was to the People, and juſtly apprehending 
their Inſults, made uſe of the fallowing 

Artifice for his Safety. The Day before, he 

had ordered Three Coaches, and a great 

Number of Mules, to wait at the Palace 

Gates, as if he was upon the Point of go- 

ing; the ſame Equipage waited for him 

on Friday, but he went the back Way by 


the Kitchens, and Fos into an old ſcurvy | 


Coach, with only Fout Mules, and placing 

himſelf like a Malefactor g going to the Gal: 
| lows, between two Feſuirs, with theGurtains 
drawn, he drove off, and took down Antocha 


85 Street about the ſame time- that his Fami- 
ly, in Coaches cover'd- and lin'd with Vel- 


vet, parted from the Palace Gates. The Mob 


believing he was in one of theſe, diſcharg'd 
upon them; and to 


a Shower of Stones 
- quiet the People, they were oblig'd to con- 
vince them by ocular Demonſtration, that 
the Count was not in any of thoſe Coaclies. 
This Reſentment proves, that the Po- 


pulace are not Strangers to the Authors of 


their Oppreſfions; and that if they- do not 
Juſtice to themſblves, by their · Deſtruction, 
Ks only for want of Bowery) not -of In- 
G : dination. 
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„ 
clination. They are not the inſenſible Ani- 
mals which a Favourite, puff d up with the 
Pride of his exalted Station, imagines them 
to be: Nor is ſuch a one, even in the 
Meridian of his Power, otherwiſe skreen'd 
from the Reſentment and Revenge of the 
oppreſs'd and deſpis'd Plebeian, than by 
his Loyalty and Submiſſion to his Sove- 
reign, Men can't bear to ſee themſelves - 
transferr'd like Properties, and that Obe- 
dience which they acknowledge to their 
Prince, made over to an Equal, who 
not knowing how long he may reign, wall 
be ſure to make the Publick ſubſervi- 
ent to his particular Intereſt, and to 1 
dige his own Family, give up whole King- 
doms to Want and Miſery. ö 
By the above Precaution, he arrived in 
Safety at Locheches, a Village of his own, 
having about Eighty Houſes, Four Leagues 
from Madrid, on the left of Alcale, where 
the Counteſs had built a Convent for Dos 
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1 Monks, the moſt commodious, and 
moſt magnificent in all Sn. 
The Counteſs remain'd ſome few Days 
at Court, after his Departure, as Governeſs 
of the Prince and Infanta, but without 
any Acceſs to her Majeſty, or having the 
leaſt Court paid her, as the Conſequence 
of her Husband's Diſgrace. Wherefore ſhe 
deſired to be diſmiſs'd, and went to ſhare - 
his Misfortunes, who had ſhared — | 
94 | 1 his 
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his? exorbitant Power, and unprecedented 


Favour, > the Space of Twenty Two 


Yea rs. 


Thus ended, to the general Satisfaction | 
of all, who did not partake with him in the 
Spoils of the harraſs'd and oppreſſed Nati- 


ons, the Unfortunate Adminiſtration of Don 


 Gaſparo di Guzman, Son of Don Enrico 
Count dOlivares, born in Rome, during 
his Father's Reſidence in that City, as Am- 


baſſador from Philip II. to his Holineſs. 


His being born in Nero's Palace, was look d 


upon as an unhappy Preſage; and indeed 
the moſt penetrating among the SIpaniſp 


Wits uſed to call him a Nero mask'd, from 
the Bent of his Inclinations ; for his Acti- 
ons were cruel, tho? not bloody; his Mea- 


{ures violent, but ſecret ; his Behaviour, 
courteous, but void of Friendſhip ; and his 
Promiſes fair, without Effeck. As he was 
the third Son, he applied himſelf to his 
Studies in the Univerſity of Salamanca, 
where he was eſteem'd a Man of Learning 
among the moſt learned, and had a Cano- 


nicate in Seville. At the time. that the 


Duke de Lerma was declining in the Fa- 


: vour of Philip HI. and Balthazar de Zunt- 


ga was in Power; by accommodating him. 


ſelf to the Genius of Philip IV. then 


Prince of Spain, and by his inſinuating Arts, 
he found no D to work himlelt | in- 
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to his Favour, and gain the entire Ma- 
ſtery of his Will and Affections 


When that Prince ſucceeded to the 


Throne, the Count found Means to eſta- 


bliſh, and ſecure to himſelf the Continuance 
of that ſupream Favour to which he was 


raiſed. He took Care to keep the Princes 


of the Blood, eſpecially the Prince of a- 


oy, at a Diſtance from the King z and he 


is tax'd with compaſſing the Death of the 
Infant Don Carlos, who was the Idol of the 
Spaniſh Nation, fearing he might be one 
Day prejudicial to his Intereſt. He ſent the 
Infant Cardinal far from his Majeſty, un- 


der the Pretence, that his Preſence was 


extreamly neceſſary, both in the Wars of 
Germany, and for the Government of Flan- 
ders. A great many Grandees, and others 
of Quality, whoſe Intereſt or Knowledge 
gave him the leaſt Umbrage, he provided 
with Poſts, which obliged them to be ab- 
ſent from Court, and vilified the Dignity 
of thoſe who remained, by raiſing the ve. 
eople to equal Titles, and 

giving them Poſts in the Government 


vaſtly ſuperior; by which Means, having 


nothing to* fear, he became” the Arbiter 
of Spain, and ſole Diſpoſer of the King's 
Will; but as he could neither by divine 
or human Laws, «ſeparate his Majeſty from 
the Queen, it pleas'd God, after Twenty 


Two Years Suffering, to enable her to 


ä 


(537) 
perform ac probably the united Force of _ 
all his other Enemies could not have effected. 
The Count was fo cautious in regard to 
Bribery, that no one could ever tax him 
with receiving any Preſent; for he thought 
Clean Hands the beſt Foundation for his 
Maſter's Favour. But ſome who examin'd' 
nicely into his Conduct, would not clear him 
of Corruption ; and faid, it was owing to 
his Management, that he was not accus d of 
it: For he had a MA N, who was tlie 
Conduit. pipe of his Favours, and to whom 
every Candidate, even for the meaneſt Of. 
fice, addreſs d himſelf, and bargain'd for 
the Purchaſe. Beſides, he had many ways 
of getting Money . wirhout making an 
Eclat, 762 
Firft, he en joy'd ce Conmendons of the 

three Orders (tho himfelf was only of that 
of Alcantara) which brought him in 40000 
Crowns a Year. He declared himſelf Ma- 
ſter of the King's Chamber, Great Maſter 
of the Horſe, and Great Chancellor of the 
Indies, which brought in the J Value 

of 200000 Crowns. | 
But what was infinitely more advantas 
geous to him, was his ſending by the Gal- 
leons, whenever they went from Seville or 


Portugal for the Indies, a great Quantity of 
Corn, Wine and Oil, which he drew from 

his County of Otivares, and having the 
_ | a free un was no inconſiderable 


— 


(54) p 
Article) he ſold at 400 per Cent Advance on 
the prime Coſt. This he had remitted in 
ſuch Druggs, Jewels, and Dying Colours, 
as bear the greateſt Price in Europe, tho 
bought at low Ratesin the Indies; by which 
Traffick it was ſuppoſed, at a moderate 
Computation, that he got a Million of 
Crowns, Beſide all this, he never gave any 

Account during his long Adminiſtration, tho 
he alone had the Diſpoſal of the publick 
Money, a great-Part of which was proba- . 
bly expended in d ceret Service. 
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We ſhall now take a curſory View of 
the Conſequences which attended this Great 
o „ | 
The firſt was, the King's aſſerting his 
Royal Prerogative, and thereby recovering. 
the Affections of his People, to whom, by 
his tame Compliance with rhe Count's ar- 
birrary Will, he was become even contem- 
ptible; for they look'd upon him only as a 
Cypher added to encreaſe the Value of One 
Figure in his Court, viz. the Count Oli- 
vares, who was King de facto, his Majeſty 
de nomine only. Merit ſoon began to ſhine |]. 
forth, and Poſts were fill'd with Men of 1 
Probity and Capacity, of which the People 
felt immediately the good Effects; for thoſe 
in Employment paying nothing for their 
Places, they were not (as formerly) under 
the Neceſſity of /queezing others, to be re- 
imburs'd their Purchaſe- Money; but heing 
| | bor Con- 
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1 | 
contented with the /awful Emoluments of 
their Places, there was an End at once of 
all Villainy and Oppreſſion. 
The King, the next Day after the Count's 
Departure, called a, Council in his owa 
Apartment, where he made a Speech ſo pa- 
thetick and moving, that he drew Tears 
of Joy from the Eyes of every one preſent, 
and raiſed in them an Admiration of thoſe 
excellent Talents he had ſo long conceal'd, 
by an overweaning Fondneſs for a Favou- 
Tite, and an implicit Deference to his Judg- 
ment. He told them, he had diſmiſſed the 
Count from all publick Employments, not 
for any Crime he could charge him -with, 
but purely for the Eaſe and Satisfaction of 
his People. That he took for granted, the 
Conſideration of the many Services he had 
done to the Crown of Spain, during the 
Space of Twenty 'Two Years, with unex« 
ceptionable Fidelity, would plead for him 
with every good Spaniard; but proteſted, _ 


- for the future, that he would admit no 


Servant to be diſtinguiſh'd by the odious 
and ungrateful Appellation of Favourite; 
that he would be preſent at every Coun- 
cil, and ſuffer no Diſpatches to be made, 
h ich ſhould not paſs thro his own Hands. 

That he hop'd they would be aſſiſting to 
him with their Advice, which he delired 

they would gave as faithful Servants to him, 
and ſteady Patriots of their Country, agby 
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Av either = Fear or 8 
he did not queſtion but to reſtore 2 juſt 
and equitable Adminiſtration of Affairs, 
and redreſs Grievances, if any were com- 


him all the Gentlemen « 
of whom 'a conſiderable Number were 
Grandees, and after he had done them 
the Honour of calling them his faithful 
Subjects, good Friends, and Couſins, and 


———— 
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and then 


plained of. That as nothing was more 
difficult for à Prince to learn than Truth, 


ſo he could not help admoniſhing them 
a ſecond time, to declare their Minds to 
him in all publick Affairs, with that Freedom 
Which was neceſſary; and aſſured them, 
as the Exerciſe of that Virtue would con- 
ciliate his Love and Favour; ſo on the 


other Hand, he would ſeverely puniſh 
ſuch as ſhould endeavour to impoſe 1 851 
him by Falſities. 

The next Day, the King called before 


his Chamber, 


commended their Diligence in what re- 
_ his Service, he commanded them 
everally, not to apply themſelves to, or 


make any Intereſt With any of the Coun- 


ſellors of State, to procure any Poſt or Fa- 


vour; for it was not juſt, he ſaid, that 
their being placed ſo near to his Perſon, | 


as made them his Familiars, ſhould 'influ- 
ence the Miniſters in Prejudice to diftribu- 
tive Juſtice : That whatever they could re- 


quire of a *Counlatior, he permutted: them 
28 to. 


his Favour, to recomme 


q 39). 
td ask of him, if it did not regard the 
immediate Affairs of the Council; and they 
might expect he would grant them any Fa- 

vours conſiſtent with the publick Good: 

But he adviſed them, if they would draw 
don the Bleſſing of God, and continue 
nd none for any 
Charge, either Eccleſiaſtick or Civil, who 
was not fit for it, as well in reſpe& of his 
Capacity and Merit, as the Probity of his 


Life and Manners. 


Theſe Reſolutions of his Majeſty being 
made publick, gained him the entire Affecti- 
on of his People, and the Character of a 
wiſe and juſt Prince. 

The ſame Day, the Apartment of the 
late Cardinal Infant was richly furniſh'd 
for Don Hernando de. Bargia, and his De- 
puty. It belong d to the former, as firſt 
Bentleman of the Bed chamber (on the 
Diſmiſſion of Count Olivares, who held 
Shir honourable Poſt) to give the King * 

3 | 
Two other defirable Conſequences of 
the Count's Diſgrace, were the calling to 
Court thoſe Noblemen whom this Favou- 
rite had diſcountenanc'd or baniſh'd, and 
the turning out thoſe Miniſters who were 
er. Creatures. 

»The Duke of Ferrandiane, who was Ge- 
geral of the Span Galleys, had been 
arreſted and detain d in Conchione, being 


12 H chare d 
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2 VV 
charg'd with a Neglect of Duty in the 
Siege of Tarragona. He uſed all poſſible 
Endeavours, and employ'd all his Friends, 
to obtain the Liberty of clearing himſelf 

to his Majeſty, offering to give up his Life 

and Fortune, if he did not prove his Inno- 
cency; but all was in vain, the Count had 
barr'd all Avenues to the King: He was 
now admitted to Court, and made it ap- | 
pear he had not taken one Step but by 
the Count's Directions under his own. 
Hand, which he had punQually obſerved ; 
and juſtified his Conduct, by producin 
that Miniſter's Orders and Letters which 
he had ſent him. „ 

The Duke d Alva, who under Pretext 

of commanding the Army on the Fron. 

tiers of Portugal, was (in Reality) baniſh d . 

the Court, the Count being jealous of 

the Efteem his Majeſty had for him, was 

recalled, and made Maſter of the How- 

ſhold.” All the reſt of the Grandees who 

had been diſgracd, ſoon appear'd again in 

their former Luſtre; and whereas, ſome 

were kept from, and others cautiouſly | 
avoided coming to Court, during the Fra- 
vourite's deſpotick Reign (that being at : 
an End) they were now ſeen in great Num- 
bers attending the King when he din'd in 
publick, or went to the Royal Chapel, to 
the unſpeakable Satisfaction of all Ranks 
and Degrees. TSS 
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On the contrary, the Prothonotary, tlie 


Secretary Garnero, and Gioſeppe Gonzalez, 
who did all the Count's dirty Work, their 
Patron loſt, were turn'd out of all Employ, 
neglected, deſpis'd and inſulted by thoſe 
Whom they onee thought it beneath them 
ll i he E 
Don Diego de Arco de Bernoto, Biſhop of 
Placenza, ſupplied the Places of thoſe. 
He had formerly been Auditor of the 
Royal Council, but was too penetrating, 
and too honeſt to be approved of by the 
- Poune. . ES | 
A farther Effect of the Count's unex- 
pected Fall, and which perhaps touch'd 
him the moſt ſenſibly, was the Degrading 
of his Legitimated Baſtard, who was no 


longer thought — the. Honours to 


which his (reputed) Fat 

How much the Spaniſp Nobility were 
degenerated, is viſible from this Affair; 
for the Grandees who remain'd at Court, 
the Men of Quality, and all who either 
had, or hoped to have any Part in the 
Government, waited on Don Henry with 
an Obſequiouſneſs which render'd them 
deſpicable in the Sight of all Men of Spi- 
rit. None gave him any other Title, 
than that of Zxcellency (which anſwers to 
Right Honourable in England) or tender'd 
any Services leſs than thoſe of their Lives 
and Fortunes. There was not a Poet (I 
e „ mean 


er had raiſed him. 
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and Poverty, had a 3 


in the Spaniſh” 


FFF 
mean of Quality) who did not ſing His 
Praiſe : As for thoſe who, by their Wit 
juſter Claim to Par- 
naſſus, they had too much Love for their 
Country to offer Incenſe to that Iaal, but 


ex pos'd and lampoon'd him with the juſteſt 
Satire, tho' they were aſſur'd that Goals, 


Pillories and Fines, Would be the Ooaſe· 


uencè. 


This Grandeur ſat very aukwardly on 


Don Henry, and the Baſeneſs of his Birth 
would often break thro? and ſhew it ſelf, 
whence the Fable of the Cat changed 

into a Woman was often applied 'to bom. | 


The Count gave him a Houſe fit for the 
Son of ſo great a Favourite, and furniſh'd 
it after ſo ſumptuous a Manner, that no 
Grandee in Spam had any thing compa- 
rable to it. Every Kingdom and Province 

Dominions made him Pre- 
ſents, among which, that of the the Duke 
de Medina las Torres was the molt va- 
luable, for it was computed at 25000 
Crowns. But all this was no Conſolation 
to the Conſtable, who. by conſenting. to 
this Match with his Daughter, tho? con- 
ſtrain d to it, had ſo diſabliged his Family, 
that not one of his Relations would 
viſit dans f'- f 
In Sarapoſſa, Don Henry had the Order : 
of "Alcantara conterr'd on him, with a 
e 5omnet of 10000 1 he. was 


11 i dan 


0 6.) 
with a Promife of the pit Bag th of — 
Indies, which the Copnt of Caſtile was 
deprived of, that he might, by theſe Poſts, 
make way with a bett ce to that 
of being Governor. to the Prince, In the, 
mean time, the the rank. Hatred of the Peo-; 
ple to Don 425 87 bd pl 2 lay, 
4 de thoſe mean n 22 
cuſtomed to Of, the Ways he had 1 by Gem 
Company, 2 the Wan Education 
was often man b 1 KRG. Satyrical Papers 
1 fall * | 


fix'd at his Gate, of which 
on One or Two, far they, would col; 
lected make a ſmall Yo olume.. eli 


Here dugls 4 poor Sera, tho of late 4 get 


4 up vans, 47% Cd: 
. h, or hic Fat her ſuppos'd, 

Wi hoſe Anger is kind/d, his Orders cpo d; 75 

The Idol ſet up, bid Spain 70 adere. him, 

The Fiat once heard, aud all fell before him. 

Na Iſra'lite zealous, no Shadrach was found, 

8 heard the 3 and wot a 

fo the Ground. * 


| Two = and 70 WO Fathers with Rioke 
| mn ore 5 
The Dew. take him he car ae. v 
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ſuppoſed: Son, ex- 


thoſe very People who courted his Favour, 
ſo foon aſhamed to own his Acquaintance, 
and trample under Foot the Idol to which 
they ſo lately offerr'd Incenſe. 
The Conſtable immediately ſet about 
proving: Don Henry's firſt Marriage good, 
and procuring his Daughter's ' Divorce 
and when a Friend of his adviſed him not 
ts prefer his Reſentment to his Daughter's: 
. Reputation, he reply'd, I had rather my 
Daughrer zus be loded upon as mine, 
tho” with the odious Character of Whore, 
than to be eſteemd vertuous, and continue 


the Mie of thit Scoundrel Don Henry. 
But that which was of greateſt Conſe- 
quence to the Publick, by the Diſmiſſion 
of the Count, was the King's ſerious 
Application to Buſineſs, his conſtant Pre- 
ſence in Council, where he commonly 
paſsd Three or Four Hours every Day, 
and the ſuppreſſing the Junto's, which 
render'd- the Privy-counſellours meer Cy. 
phers; for in theſe, whatever was deter. 
min'd in Council was new modell'd, ac. 
_ cording 


cording to the Humour or Intereſt of the 
Count or his Favourites. 1 
TLeganes and Monterey were brought to 
Account, the former for Fourteen Millions, 
he had drein'd from the State of Mila, 
and the latter for Four Millions he had 
ſquander'd the foregoing Year in Eſtrema- 
dura, while he was General of an unaQtive 
, „„ 
2 The Government of Naples was taken 
from the Duke de Medina las Torres, and 
the peftiferous Crew of the Count's Fack 
alls, his Flatterers, and ſervile Miniſters, - 
gave Place to Men of Publick Spirit, and 
Probity. Ignorance, Tyranny, Extortion, 
and private Views, vaniſh'd with the Count; 
|| and the King taking into his Hands the 
. Reins of Government, reſtored Liberty, 
Plenty, Juſtice, Prudence and Tranquillity : 


All Murmuring ceasd, the People chearfulf 
ly obey'd, a Scene of Happineſs was open t 
their View; Spain's former Genius began 

to riſe, and from being the Contempt, 
became the Terror of her neighbouring 

| States, and ſhone out in the dazzling Brighe 
\ | / neſs of her ancient Glory, 
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